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* The Following 32 Organizations have endorsed these issues as equal 

top legislative and funding priorities for the 2009 Legislative Session:

ÅAustin Childrenôs Center
ÅCaring Family Network
ÅCasey Family Programs
ÅCenter for Public Policy Priorities
ÅChild Abuse Prevention Center
ÅChildBuilders - Houston
ÅChildren at Risk
ÅDallas Association for Parent Education
ÅDallas County Child Welfare Board
ÅDallas Children's Advocacy Center
ÅDePelchin Childrenôs Center
ÅGreater Texas Community Partners
ÅHealthy Family Initiatives ïHouston
ÅLutheran Social Services of the South
ÅMedical Director, Pediatrics, Baylor College 
of Medicine 
ÅNational Association of Social Workers 
(NASW) -TX
ÅNurse -Family Partnership

ÅPrevent Child Abuse Texas
ÅRelief Nursery of North Texas
ÅTCU Institute of Child Development
ÅTexans Care for Children
ÅTexas Alliance of Child & Family Services
ÅTexas Association of Family and 
Conciliation Courts
ÅTexas CASA (Court Appointed Special 
Advocates
ÅTexas Council of Child Welfare Boards
ÅTexas Foster Family Association
ÅTexas Home Visitation Consortium
ÅTexas Loves Children
ÅTexas Network of Youth Services
ÅTexProtects, Texas Association for the 
Protection of Children
ÅTransition Resource Action Center
ÅUnited Ways of Texas
ÅYWCA of Major Metropolitan Dallas
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TexProtects Child Protection Roundtable
Priority Rating Endorsements
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280,557

+1.0%

Texas children were 
reported as alleged 
abuse and neglect 
victims

70,589
-1.0%

Texas children were 
confirmed child abuse 
and neglect victims

220
-5.6%

Texas children died
from abuse and neglect

2008:  Last Year In Texas
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Every week 4 children die from 
child abuse or 
neglect

Every day 193 children 
confirmed abused

Every hour 8 children are 
abused and 
neglected

Problem: Texas Child Abuse Prevalence
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Child Abuse Continues to Increase

Source: DFPS Data Books 1998-2008

7

Prevention Priorities

TOC

5,200,000

5,400,000

5,600,000

5,800,000

6,000,000

6,200,000

6,400,000

6,600,000

0

50,000

100,000

150,000

200,000

250,000

300,000

1
9
9
8

1
9
9
9

2
0
0
0

2
0
0
1

2
0
0
2

2
0
0
3

2
0
0
4

2
0
0
5

2
0
0
6

2
0
0
7

2
0
0
8

C
h

ild
 P

o
p

u
la

ti
o

n

N
u

m
b

e
r 

o
f 
C

a
se

s 
(R

e
p

o
rt

s
/C

o
n
fi
rm

e
d

)

# Reports # Confirmed Child Population



Child abuse and neglect human and financial costs
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Prevent Child Abuse Americaôs (PCAA) landmark study on the cost of child 

abuse of $104 billion nationally  equates to approximately $35,000 per 

abused child per year.

Texas 70,589 confirmed victims x $35,000= $2.47 Billion Annually

Investment in evidence-based & cost-effective prevention programs:

1. Saves millions in state funds spent on dealing with the after effects of 

abuse and neglect; 

2. Reduces the numbers of children entering the CPS system and, most 

importantly;

3. Saves childrenôs lives.

Texas spends less than 1% of the total TDFPS budget on child abuse 

prevention programs*

*We are not suggesting that TDFPS is over funded: Texas ranks 46th in Child Welfare Funding

References on next page
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Per Year
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Total Texas
expenditures on
child abuse per year

Total TDFPS Costs
on responding to
abuse

Total child and
juvenile prevention
program investment

Total primary child
abuse prevention
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(2001) Fromm, Suzettee. ñThe Total Estimated Cost of Child Abuse and Neglect in the U.S. Total Indirect and Direct Costs of $94 bil. per 

annumò Prevent Child Abuse America, Edna McConnell Clark Foundation. 

(2007) PCAA update $107 bil. p/a.  Texas cost estimates based on # National confirmed victims / 2001 costs of $94 bil = $35,000 per abused 

child per year.  $35K x 71,344 = 2.497 Bil., 70,589 confirmed victims in FY 08 (DFPS databook 08)

2007 TDFPS Costs projected for 08-09:  LAR budget for CPS costs including foster/ adopt costs.  Excludes other DFPS functions (APS, CCL, 

PEI). Total PEI costs 2007 LAR  Prevention budget for 08-09.  ñPrimaryò child abuse prevention costs estimated based on LAR and DFPS 

budget office requested info. on % of mgmt. attributed to PEI
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Nurse Family 
Partnership

Parents as Teachers | Healthy 
Families | Avance | Family 

Connections | MELD | Relief 
Nursery | Houston Parent-Child 

Development Center

High 
Scope

Incredible Years | Dare 
To Be You | HIPPY

Parent Child 
Interaction Therapy

Bullying 
Prevention 
Project

Parents Under 
Construction | 
Stop It Now! | 
WHO

Big Brothers 
Big Sisters

Darkness 
to Light

Pregnancy / 
Infancy

High School

Early 
Childhood

Elementary School

Junior High 
School
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Development Progression
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